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ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL FINE ARTS SUMMIT! 

I am pleased to report that the Texas Fine Arts Summit IX, hosted by the Center for Educator Development in Fine 
Arts (CEDFA) and held in Austin on June 13-14 at the Airport Hilton Hotel, was the most highly attended Summit 
ever and another great success!  The theme of the 2008 Summit was TAK=S4:  Through the Arts Knowledge be-
comes Success.  This year's Summit was the fourth and final year of a four-year cycle of supporting implementation 
of Senate Bill 815 and subsequent revisions to Chapter 74 of the Texas Administrative Code that mandate instruction 
based upon the Fine Arts Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS), particularly as related to how fine arts in-
struction enhances student achievement on the Texas Assessment of Knowledge and Skills (TAKS).  Now that the 
four-year Summit cycle has concluded, the four fine arts content areas of dance, art, music, and theatre have been 
paired with each of the four foundation content areas of English language arts, mathematics, science, and social stud-
ies.  This year's content area pairings were dance/mathematics, art/English language arts, music/science, and theatre/
social studies.  The presenters for this year’s Summit Dance/Mathematics sessions from the Carrollton-Farmers 
Branch Independent School District (ISD) were as follows: 

 

 

 

 

Gladys Keeton, Professor of Dance at Texas Woman’s University and member of the CEDFA Training Cadre, 
served as presenter coach for the Dance/Mathematics sessions. 

The Fine Arts Summit also featured Andrea Peterson, 2007 National Teacher of the Year and a music teacher at 
Monte Cristo Elementary School in Granite Falls, Washington, as the keynote speaker for the Opening Session.  Ms. 
Peterson delivered an exceptionally inspirational address that served as a meaningful and motivational beginning-of-
the-Summit experience for all audience members, and her speech can be viewed in its entirety on the CEDFA web-
site at http://www.cedfa.org.  Another highlight of the Summit included an impressive and entertaining Closing Ses-
sion performance by the Martin Luther King, Jr. Learning Center Ballroom Dance Team (Dallas ISD) in conjunction 
with a keynote address from AnaMaria Correa, Director of Education of the American Ballroom Theater Dancing 
Classrooms Program in New York City.  Other features of the Summit were as follows: 

 *an administrators strand of workshops pertaining to district-wide implementation of arts integration curriculum, 
presented by Deborah Kidwell, former Director of Visual and Performing Arts for Clear Creek ISD, and Joey 
Doyle, Program Director for Visual Art for Aldine ISD; 

 *a meeting of the CEDFA Board of Directors, which includes the executive directors or past presidents of the 
four major state arts education associations, including Denise Cochran of TDEA; and 

 *a meeting of the executive officers of each of the state’s major professional arts education associations 
(including TDEA) for the purpose of providing a forum for these leaders to discuss common issues among each 
of the fine arts subject areas. 

For those fine arts educators who were unable to attend the Fine Arts Summit, there is an agreement among the 
state’s arts education associations, including TDEA, to incorporate a special CEDFA strand of workshops at each of 
the organizations' 2008-09 conferences to replicate the 2008 Summit topics. 

Dawn Valentine    Ross Evans 

Director of Dance   Mathematics Teacher 

Newman Smith High School  Newman Smith High School 
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The All-State committee is gearing up for an incredible convention!  Each dancer will have the opportunity to participate in 
jazz, lyrical and hip hop classes.  We will be offering a leadership and etiquette class, and will have a fabulous post-
performance celebration!  Certainly the highlight of the ASDT experience will be working with Jimmy Arguello from “So You 
Think You Can Dance.” He promises an inspiring and challenging experience for all dancers and a performance of a life-time 
for all in attendance.  We are excited that he is a part of this year’s convention! 

Take a moment to read through the All-State Program Information on the TDEA web-site.  Also, make sure that your dancer’s 
Medical Release form is mailed to the address on the form.  We really need these ahead of time to streamline the registration 
process.  The form can be printed off of the TDEA web-site as well.  Please be sure to get your scholarship information in on 
time! 

We are now taking applications for College Assistants.  The applications are on the web-site.  Please forward to anyone who 
you think would enhance the All-State experience. 

If you have any question, please feel free to contact me at lkelly@springisd.org Looking forward to sharing this experience 
with your dancers in January 2009! 
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Planning has already begun for the next major topic of future Summits – Assessment in the Arts - will commence 
next year at the 2009 Summit.  The four-year plan is to provide Summit participants with professional development 
training on assessment strategies in each of the four fine arts content areas, one strand of the Fine Arts TEKS per 
year:  Perception - 2009; Historical/Cultural Heritage - 2010; Response/Evaluation - 2011; and Creative/Expression 
Performance - 2012.  The Texas Fine Arts Summit X will also serve as a tenth anniversary celebration of CEDFA 
and the Fine Arts Summit initiative. 

You are encouraged to mark your calendars now for the 2009 Texas Fine Arts Summit X, which is scheduled for 
Thursday-Friday, June 11-12, in Austin at the Airport Hilton Hotel.  Thank you for all that you do for your students 
each and every day in the dance studios of Texas schools.  I look forward seeing you in Houston at the 2009 TDEA 
convention in January in celebration of the 30th anniversary of the association.  Please do not hesitate to contact me if 
I can ever be of service or assistance to you. 
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 Starting dance at the age of two, one might say that this activity has always been tied tightly to my soul. The ability to 
apply the movement of my body for self expression has entices me throughout my life. Since I have been blessed with the talent 
and health to dance, I now find complete relaxation and joy when I can just move to the music while pouring out all my 
strength, energy, and emotion during the few minutes a song is playing. I have not always held this viewpoint about dance.  

I entered my drill team as a freshman with the naïve opinion that dance meant that one learned and perfected a routine just 
for a recital at the end of the year for parents to watch. With the fresh idea or performing every week at a football game, this 
recital theory soon evaporated from my mind. I was put in every dance that season thanks to daily practice and critiques from 
officers; however, the work I put forth to make the dance was the passionate stop-at-nothing work, but mainly a work that 
would put forth enough effort to meet a standard.  

During the competition season, I continued this cycle of pushing myself only to 
the team’s potential believing that this was the highest obtainable goal. I remem-
ber envying some of the officers, trying to wrap my mind around the ides of them 
“feeling the music” and wondering how they caused their movements to appear 
so appealing and fluid. This bothered me. It bothered me to the point of forcing 
myself to push past the team’s standard my sophomore year, and truly striving 
and working strenuously towards personal goals. Realizing that only I was hold-
ing myself back from reaching these goals, I learned that comparing myself to 
others led to compromising my own viewpoints and values that I standardized for 
myself.  

For instance, when it comes to leading the team, I cannot evaluate and negotiate 
the well-being of the team for my popularity. I must sacrifice my wants for the 
benefit of hopefully helping each individual on the team accomplish their own 
personal goals, which will then produce a successful, well-rounded team. I con-
tinue to see every challenge as a blessing and through tackling these challenges 
have grown to adore dance as my escape from the real world. I will take this 
valuable lesson of desiring to reach my goals past my high school experience and 
throughout my life, not stopping at what the world tells me is average or enough.  

Because of my drill team experiences, I will continue to intertwine in my heart the 
push, hunger, and desire for excellence in dance, academics, and moral charac-
ter. 
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INCOME   

DIRECTOR MEMBERSHIP 

Convention Registration (Wells Fargo)  $2,190.00 
TOTAL DIRECTOR MEMBERSHIP  $2,190.00 

TOTAL INCOME         $2,190.00 

EXPENSES 

MEMBERSHIP EXPENSES 

 Kandy Lankford (Post Office Box rental reimbursement) 
      $68.00 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP EXEPENSES    
      $68.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES      
      $68.00 

Balance brought forward as of August 11th, 2008 - $19,000.02 

Balance on hand as of September 10th, 2008 -  $21,122.02 
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CONVENTION REMINDERS  

If you have not registered on-line for convention 
and to renew your membership, please do so im-
mediately.  The deadline for early registration is 
DECEMBER 19th.  Registrations after this date 
will automatically be charged a late fee.   

Please make sure you get a confirmation number 
once you register. 

Online registration WILL NOT be available af-
ter December 31st.  Please contact LeTisha Kelly 
at lkelly@springisd.org  if you will be coming 
WITH  an ALL-STATE  student.  Members will 
need to register onsite upon convention arrival. 

www.tdea.org  
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Calling All Booster Club Executive Board Members:   

Directors-please select one representative from your Board to the Booster Club 
Share Session on Saturday January 10, 2009 @ 10:00am.  This class will be a won-
derful opportunity for our Dance Team parents to share in topics from fundraising to 
finances!  We look forward to working with your parents. 
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Submitted by Lindsey Dresner and Elaine White 
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In effort to be conscientious of the environment, TDEA will now have all 
Executive Board Meeting Minutes and Treasurer Reports on the TDEA 

website.  We hope to make these available for your viewing to keep you up 
to date with the TDEA happenings.   
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Congratulations to these  

amazing and dedicated Dance 
Educators! 


