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President’s Message

Dear TDEA Members,

Greetings! I hope this newsletter finds you in the midst of a wonderful fall semes-
ter. I can’t believe many of us are almost through with football season! I hope you have
made great strides with your dance classes and performing groups so far this year.

As the Texas heat begins to give way to some pleasant days, my wish is you are
making plans to attend Convention 2010 themed “Oh the Places We’ll Go.” The theme was
chosen to reflect on our past, celebrate the present, and look ahead to our futures. The goal
for this year is to provide you with direction, inspiration and guidance in your quest to
becoming a better dance educator to assist in the success of your students. Some updates
to the schedule as well as a new site for the All State performance should be encouraging
as we are looking to improve your experience at convention. Remember registration opens
at 5pm on Wednesday and classes begin that evening instead of on Thursday. Plan to
come in early and take advantage of some “after school hours” professional development
opportunities available to you.

Online registration is up and running, so please visits www.tdea.org to register
for convention before December 21. After that, a late fee will be added to your balance and
only onsite registration will be available. However if you missed the online registration
window you MUST contact LeTisha Kelly to ensure your All-State student a costume and
room. She can be contacted at lkelly@springisd.org. Of course even at that late date no cos-
tume promises can be made so register early and on time. Hotel reservations can also be
made through the link on our website. After you register for convention you should re-
ceive a confirmation email with an invoice and needed documents. If you do not receive
this email check you SPAM box or quite possibly you did not register successfully.

I encourage you to reach out to the new educators in your area and to those who
may not have attended in the past and invite them to convention. We offer a reduced con-
vention rate for college students, so if you have any former students who are looking to
become dance educators, please let them know. Remember those dance professional who
mentored you on your early years and return the favor! Also, we do offer an insightful
administrators program, so ask your fine arts directors, supervisors, and campus princi-
pals to attend to learn more about what you do in the classroom.

I'would like to take a moment to thank our executive board for all of their hard
work and dedication to the success of the upcoming convention. Beginning Saturday after-
noon of last year’s convention, they have been giving much of their free time to TDEA.
Thank you to everyone who made nominations for the 2010 TDEA Board.

Lastly, please do not to call if you have any questions, comments, or concerns. We
are here to help! Good luck with the rest of your football season and have a safe and rest-
ful Thanksgiving break!

Sincerely,

Stacie Zimmerman




Another Successful Fine Arts Summit

By Thomas H. Waggoner, Director of Fine Arts Texas Education Agency
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All State Dance Team Update
by LeTisha Kelly, 3rd Vice President

The All-State committee is gearing up for an incredible convention! Each dancer will have the opportu-
nity to participate in jazz, lyrical and hip hop classes. We will be offering a leadership and etiquette class,
and will have a fabulous post-performance celebration! Certainly the highlight of the ASDT experience
will be working with Summyr Whaley.

Take a moment to read through the All-State Program Information on the TDEA web-site. Also, make
sure that your dancer’s Medical Release form is mailed to the address on the form. We really need
these ahead of time to streamline the registration process. The form can be printed off of the TDEA web-
site as well.

If you have any question, please feel free to contact me at Ikelly@springisd.org Looking forward to shar-
ing this experience with your dancers in January 2010!

ALL-STETE
= Slumlhes gy

It’s time to dig into your dance team closet and pick the most
weirdest, scariest and most creative costume ever! Awards
will be given for the top six costumes! Don’t forget your pil-
lows for the slumber party! See you at convention!

Fine Arts Summit—Dance Session Presenters

The outstanding presenters for the 2009 Summit Dance sessions were as follows:

Mary Beth Kepper, Dance Instructor, Round Rock High School, Round Rock In-
dependent School District

Betsy Heathcock, Dance Instructor, Fine Arts Department Head, Stephen F. Aus-
tin High School, Fort Bend Independent School District

Denise Cochran- Past President of the Texas Dance Educators Association
(TDEA) and a member of the CEDFA Board of Directors, served as mentor and
coach for the Dance presenters.
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Scholarship Essay - Erica Brown, Leander HS

Drill team has impacted my high school life by reinforcing lessons that | learned as a small child. | was
brought up to be accepting and appreciative of all people, to have discipline to rise to any challenge and to dream
big. Growing up in the United States, one often hears inspiring phrases such as, “No matter where you come from
or what your race or your religion, with hard work, you can be anything you want to be.”

The word “diversity” defines me. My parents have a lot in common, but they also differ: my father is a Caucasian
of German and English descent, my mother is a first generation American whose parents came from Mexico.

From the first moments of my existence, | have been aware of the proud presence of more than one culture in my
self-identity! My drill team life, with its many members, reinforces the equal worth, beauty and limitless potential of
all people. My drill team director and assistant director also send that message home by setting aside a day
where our team spends time with the amazing special education students in our school district. It is one of the
most rewarding days for our team.

Our drill team director provides opportunities for students from all walks of life to realize their dream of holding a
leadership position. The only thing she expects is hard work and discipline. Children in our community grow up
admiring our drill team. Our director has established over 20 years of tradi-
tions that our school and community have to come to love and respect. For
that reason, | am proud to wear my captain’s uniform because of the quality of
leaders who have come before me and the leaders whose fate it is to follow in
i my footsteps. | am aware of the proud and hope-filled looks from parents

4 whose kids look like me. Their eyes tell me, “If you can make your dreams
come true, my child can too!” | was once one of those children. We don't
have a certain “look” on our drill team. We have a range of skin colors, back-
grounds, and body shapes that make us truly representatives of all types of
beauty. It is inspiring and something that | point to with pride in my director
and my school.

It is important to acknowledge the worth of all people. From my director and
my upbringing, | will always remember to lead with an attitude of self-
acceptance and acceptance in others. High expectations in ourselves and in
those whom we lead, will lead to success. | will take with me this truth of Di-
versity, Discipline and Dreams into the future and hope to continue discover-
ing my own limitless potential while continuing to inspire others.

CONVENTION ACCOMODATIONS

by Kristine Copeland, President Elect

We are very excited that the Houston Westchase Marriot will host
our 2010 convention. To reserve a room, please call 713-978-7400
OR visit our website www.tdea.org, click on Convention Informa-
tion which will lead you to ONLINE HOTEL REGISTRATION
THROUGH MARRIOTT.

The hotel is offering rooms at a rate of
$129.00 for single or double occupancy.
Please remember to provide your ’\\a"-“}“'
school’s hotel tax exemption form. We HOUSTON WESTCHASE
are looking forward to a great conven-

tion again this year!




TREASURER REPORT 9/9/2009 through 10/13/2009 Prepared by: Amanda LaBorde, TDEA Treasurer
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SFA University (V. Mayer Scholarship) $500.00
University of Texas (C. Vial Scholarship) $2000.00
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The inaugural Collegiate Program established for the 2009 Convention was a .
great success! Our pursuit and goal is to expose our Collegiate Membership to $
the valuable resources of TDEA and provide workshops geared to assist in their D $
future in Dance Education. We are excited to begin the recruitment process for 0 * DE-
the 2010 Convention and are asking for your help in promoting TDEA’'s newest | | CEMBER 19, 9 * h)
program! * 0

WANTED: Collegiate Membership/
Program Participants for 2010 Convention

NEEDED: Current TDEA Members to contact your former Dancers who are
undergraduates planning for a future in Dance Education and have them
visit our link at www.tdea.org.

LOOKING FOR: Current TDEA Members to make contact with College/
University Dance Departments you may have direct access to by phone,
email or in person to promote this opportunity to their undergraduates.

If you are interested in making a direct contact with a particular pro-
gram, please contact either of us and we can provide you with perti-
nent information along with recruitment advertisement.

Debbie Nordstrom: rdnordstrom@sbcglobal.net
Heather Williams Cox: heather.williams@fortbend.k12.tx.us

Please make sure you get a confirmation number
once you register.
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Once you register online
pur INVOICE is in the confi

ation return email. Print
hat email for your records.




Renee Stripling, Assistant Director Goose Creek Memorial HS
Rebecca Stover, Director Timber Creek HS (Keller ISD)
Natalie Eddleman, Director Byron Nelson HS (Northwest ISD)
Amanda Feenstra, Director Humble HS

Allison Gutschlag, Dance Teacher Richardson HS

Laura Harrell, Assistant Director Travis HS
e  Chelsea Harrison, Director Clements HS

e  Michelle Barth, Assistant Director Clements HS

If you would like your new school or position
posted in upcoming newsletters please email

Stephanie.lyle@cfisd.net

RESOURCE CD:

Please submit any documents you may have to
erandolph@huffmanisd.net . We would love to
add any documents that pertain to dance cur-
riculum, booster clubs, dance teams, or dance
studios. Submissions due by Dec. 3rd.

Convention Reminders

If you have problems accessing your log in or password
for TDEA please email Stacie Zimmerman.

YOU are in control! Update your information yourself
on the TDEA website.

All-State roommate requests are due by November 15th!

Vendor Donations need to be submitted by Wednesday
January 7 by 6:00pm to the Exec. Board Room.

We need ASDT College Assistants! If you have any for-
mer students or officers from your teams... please send
them to the website to retrieve more information.

Recognition Dinner: Spinach salad with blistered cherry tomatoes,
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CONGRATULATIONS

e  Kristina Tarman (Austin HS Asst.) gave birth to
Olivia Grace November 2008

e Jennifer Haines (Travis HS Director) gave birth to
Evelyn Dawn January 2009

e  Shara Barry (North Stars Director) gave birth to
Caroline Elizabeth August 2009

pancetta bits, chopped egg, and mustard vinaigrette. Roasted chicken
breast with a Merlot sauce, garlic-butter mashed potatoes, and roasted
root vegetables. Tahitian vanilla angel food cake, mixed berries, and
whipped cream.

Banquet: Mixed Greens with peppercorn ranch and balsamic dressing.
Grilled sirloin, wild mushroom essence, tobacco onions, Yukon roasted
potatoes, and grilled mushrooms with artichokes. Double chocolate
diamond cake and Créme Anglaise with a Caramel Drizzle.

Should you have any dietary concerns or preferences, please contact
Kristine Copeland- kristineecopeland@katyisd.org




ReccoSNitionN Pinmnnmner
You wore “what” when you were in high school?!?!

This year's Recognition Dinner theme is “Oh the Places We Have Been.” We are celebrating where we’ve been and how far we've come in

dance. To add a personal touch, we would like to include memorabilia from your dancing days as part of our decorations.

Items we are looking for: Costumes, pictures of you in costumes, team pictures, hats, boots, efc.

If you have and are willing to donate any of these items, please email Lindsey Dresner at LindseyMDresner@katyisd.org

Exhibitor Report, By 2n Vice President Cyndi Vaughn
Thanks the 2010 TDEA Exhibitor’s registered for 2010 TDEA Convention

8 & a 1 Dance Workshop
Abbott-IPCO

Adrenaline Fundraising
Adventures of America
Aim Fundraising

Airwaves

All Tied Up

All Wotld Travel & Tours
American Dance/Drill Team
C & R Development
Caboots.com

Candles & Moore

Carew Photography
Champion Tours & Events
Connect Tours & Events
Costumes Unlimited
Crowd Pleasers Dance
D.Zine Graphics

Dance Fantastic

Dance N T/’s

Danceline Productions

Dance-N-Things

Danzgear

Dazzlin Design

Deanan Gourmet Popcorn
Dough Maker$

Down Patt

Elite Dance Company
Encore Creative Production
Gourmet Gifts, Inc.

GTM Sportswear

Happy Feet

THE Dance

Leapin’ Leotards

MA Dance

Meridian Dance Production
Miss Dance & Drill Team Texas
National Dance Alliance
Newks Ranch

Perform Group LLC
Poised for Success

Prop Warehouse

Rain Ponchos Plus, LL.C
Sharpshooters Video
ShowMakers of America
ShowTime International
Spirit Mark

Spirit of America Productions
Steve Brack Video
Team Go Figure

Terri’s Stuff

The Abby Liz Group
The Costume Closet
Top Fundraisers
Tour-Rific of Texas
Tote Unlimited

Trendy Expressions
TSA Trading Inc

Tyler Junior College
USA Fundraisers
Varsity Brands, Inc.
Visual Services of Texas

Wortld’s Finest Chocolate-CFC




Oh the Places We'll Go......Curriculum 2010!

Are you ready to be inspired? Do you need a “Creativity” boost? If so, the 2010 Convention Cur-

riculum is for you!! No matter your role as a dance educator, you will find the curriculum for the
TDEA convention useful. The various workshops will offer material that will benefit you as an
educator with an emphasis on "teaching" dance and giving you the tools to be successful in your
classrooms. This year, we are excited to bring back classes that were a huge hit from the 2009, as
well as several new classes that are sure to inspire us all for 2010! Our goal is for you to be able to
leave convention with tools to help you plan your year with enthusiasm and creativity!

The 2010 convention curriculum includes both new & old — here’s a preview!

Back by Popular Demand:

e Movement classes — Hip-Hop, Contemporary, Pilates & Jazz

e Dance Across the Curriculum & a strand of “how to” classes that will focus on implementing lesson plans
in ballet, modern, jazz & tap

e Booster Club 101
e New Educators Workshop
e Dance History Trivia

e The 3 R’s of Directing: Realistically, Returning, Rejuvenated
New for This Year:

e Yoga & Nutrition Class

e  Cultural Strand — Learn Tango, Salsa & Flamenco

e Dance Educators — Financially Preparing for our Future

e Prop Committee 101

o  “Cutting Edge” Music

e Technique VS. Practice Time — Where is the “Happy Medium”

¢ And Many, Many More...Just Wait —You are sure to go home inspired!!!

A SPECIAL INVITATION!

Please invite your booster club boards to attend our Saturday workshop at 8:00 AM. This workshop is designed

specifically for booster club parents. The goal of this workshop s to educate booster club boards on the purpose
of booster clubs as well as how they can positively support your organization. In addition, please invite your
prop committee dads, moms, escorts..... whomever would like to hear from a talented & experienced panel of
prop designers & transporters! This workshop will be held at 9:45 AM on Saturday morning, immediately fol-
lowing the Booster Club Workshop. This has become very popular — and these Dads will have lots of tips and
suggestions for geiting started and making it smoother!




2010Award Finalists Announced

Director of the Year Finalists Lifetime Achievement Finalists
Nika Carter$ 3 (* Dana Blair$ — * *
Stephanie Lyle$ 9 * (* Fayla Curry$ - 2 . (*
Marla Valk§3 ) (* Susan Angel Gonzalez$ Jd
Ronnye Patterson$ , > ) (*

Director of the Year Award Finalists:

Nika Orm Carter is the proud director and creator of the Weatherford High School Blue Belles—a
varsity team of 70 members. She has directed the team for 29 years and has implemented and co-
ordinated the WISD Dance Program, grades 7-12, which consists of 4 teams: the Varsity Belles, JV
Jazz, Hall Middle School Highsteppers, Tison Middle School All-stars and Dance PE classes at all 4
schools. She is the current owner and artistic director of Extreme Dance Inc, has choreographed,
adjudicated, and taught camps/clinics for Showtime International, has written nationally published
articles for Let's Cheer Magazine and was the Publisher and Editor for DTDA's Director Insights
Magazine for 4 years. Most recently, Nika was honored with the WISD Jordan Stokes “Heart”
Award for outstanding service to students, was named as the Weatherford ISD Most Distinguished
Alumni for 2008, and was honored with the 2009 TDEA Distinguished Service Award . She is mar-
ried to Mike and the proud mother of Shelby “Belle” 16 and Jarrett 20.

Stephanie Lyle- Dance has given me expression, confidence, relationships and life long friends. |
am the proud mother of Laney and Lance Lyle and married to my wonderful friend, Jay Lyle. | am
an optimistic spirit that thrives to live life to the fullest each day. | have been so fortunate to estab-
lish and create the Cypress Ridge High School Dazzlers. | am honored to work in CFISD where |
grew up dancing and | am so blessed to work among such talented and creative colleagues.

Marla Valk- | am the director of the Westwood High School Sun Dancers in Austin, Texas. | have
been at WWHS for 14 years, and currently teach dance team, drill team prep, Jazz Il, Jazz lll, and
Tap I-IV. Kim, Karen and Lesley — | couldn’t do it without you all! Thank you so much to TDEA for
this honor and recognition!




Lifetime Achievement Award Finalists:

Dana Blair is the currently serving as the director of the Kilgore College Rangerettes. Dana also served as the assis-
tant director and choreographer for the Rangerettes and was a Rangerette lieutenant and swingster from 1981-1983.
She also directs the Rangerette Summer camp for high school and college students and is an instructor and consult-
ant for Encore Creative Productions. Dana is married to Chris Blair and they have one daughter, Alexa. The Blair's
reside in Longview, Texas.

Fayla Curry is currently at Klein Oak High School, enjoying the energy of a blossoming dance program over 600 stu-
dents strong, and continuing to explore the many facets of dance education through teaching Dance Pedagogy at Sam
Houston State University. | knew that education would be my life’s calling at the age of 5 and Dance was going to be
the area that | would share my passion for learning as well as teaching with my students and colleagues. My philoso-
phy of dance education has definitely changed through the years from the Dance technician to the educator/mentor
that ignites the “fire” for learning through the power of Dance. | have an open mind but a solid heart that continues to
change the lives of my students and others through Dance.

Susan Angell-Gonzalez serves as President/CEO of Susan Angell Enterprises, Inc. which includes ShowMakers of
America. She holds a B.S. Degree in Dance and Physical Education from Southwest Texas State University and is a
former SWT Strutter Head Captain. She was the first Strutter to be inducted into the Strutter Hall of Fame. Susan
was a high school dance team director and has 36 years experience teaching/directing camps and contests. She was
awarded the Distinguished Alumnus Award in Dance from Southwest Texas State University and has been recognized
for her achievements as one of the “Top 100 Years of Women at Southwest Texas”. Most recently, Susan was the
recipient of the Texas State Alumni Star Award. She is the recipient of Dance/Drill Team Directors of America Lifetime
Achievement Award and recently conducted a dance performance workshop in Santiago, Chile for the LOCD Dance &
Cheerleading League. She is in her 13th year as the director and choreographer of the “world renowned” Texas State
University Strutters, and has recently choreographed their performances on NBC’s America’s Got Talent.

Ronnye Patterson is in her 27th year of education -22 years as a dance team director. She has been an Assistant
Principal at Brazoswood High School for 5 years. Ronnye is in her 3rd and final year as the President of the Texas
Association Teachers of Dance, Inc. (TATD). She is also a jazz examiner and scholarship judge for TATD, as well.
Ronnye is a past president of TDEA and has served as TDEA’s scholarship chairman since 1996. She was on the
SBOE committee that created the TEXES Dance Certification exam. In her spare time she continues to share her pas-
sion for dance by teaching at Attitudes Dance Studio in Lake Jackson, staying involved in TDEA, being President of
TATD, and actively adjudicating in Texas.

2010 Distinquished Service Award Recipient, Connie Anglin

There is no greater accomplishment than helping a child, this is why | teach. In August, 1978 | became the director of
a national award winning dance/drill team, the Forest Brook Jaguarettes . In 2008 with the merger of Forest Brook and
Smiley High Schools | was given another challenge to direct and bring together two different styles of dance and com-
petitive experience, thus forming the North Forest High School G'Zelles. | am a proud graduate of Texas Southern
University, an active member of Wheeler Ave Baptist Church and the guardian of two precious jewels, my nieces Tiara
Shyrel 19, and Nayla Sayre 10 months.




