
Dear Membership, 

It is my wish that this message finds each of you well and enjoying the beginning of the 
school year. I hope that you found time to rest and enjoy both family and friends. As we 
begin another year, we must begin thinking about our organization and the many benefits 
that it has to offer. I hope that you take a small break to read through this newsletter. 

The board held a meeting this past summer and has begun working to plan another great 
convention. We will be Celebrating 3o Years of Dance and the theme for the 2009 Annual 
Convention is “The Revolution of Dance…Join the Movement.” Convention will be held 
January 8-10 at the Marriott Westchase Hotel in Houston.  The Executive Board and Com-
mittee Chairpersons are diligently working to implement as many of your ideas and sugges-
tions as possible to make this year’s convention an exciting time for everyone. 

Registration for convention will begin September 15th.  You will need use your user name 
and password from last year to log on the website and for registration.  If you have forgotten 
your information, please feel free to create a new account or contact Stacie Zimmerman at 
staciezimmerman@katyisd.org.  Remember that hotel reservations and payments must be 
made directly with Marriott.  There is a link on our website for your convenience. 

In an effort to expose college dance students to the valuable resources of TDEA, new this 
year we will offer a one day college student program filled with workshops to assist students 
in planning for the future. The one day fee will cost $25.00 for undergraduate students only. 
This price will include any workshops recommended for college students on Friday, January 
9, 2009. Please find detailed information enclosed in the newsletter. 

Also, please take a moment and think about the benefits of your administrator joining us at 
convention. I hope that each of you will invite a principal, fine arts director, or even your 
superintendent to come experience the wonderful world of DANCE. 

Thank you for your involvement in TDEA and as always, I welcome and appreciate your 
input.  Please feel free to contact me or your executive board anytime, especially if you 
would like to volunteer a few hours to continue the success of our organization.  Along 
those same lines, if you or someone you know would be a good person to serve as an execu-
tive board member, please contact me with their name and contact information.  We will be 
taking nominations for all board positions through October 2008. 

Take care of yourself and know that we are here for you.  Good luck with the year and 
happy dancing!! 

Respectfully, 
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����

TDEA President 
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 Throughout my high school years, I have had the 
honor of being a part of a wonderful organization: a team of 
pride, unity and excellence. This is a team that is truly re-
spected and loved within the community and school. Upon 
entering my freshman year, I wasn’t sure what to expect. 
With all the older, experienced members, new faces and an 
amazing reputation to uphold, it was quite nerve racking, 
but I quickly made friends and began to love everything that 
it had to offer. The team became my second home and sec-
ond family. It was a place where the stress of school, friends 
and life in general could easily be forgotten. Throughout the 
years, this remains to be true. The dance team is my strong-
hold and something to look forward to everyday. Just being 
with other girls who share my passion and want to celebrate 
school spirit has made my high school years much more en-
joyable. Being on the team has taught me responsibility, leadership, confidence and re-
spect. Being a member of this organization has instructed me how to conduct myself as a 
young lady and always uphold the values that I believe in. 

 The qualities that I have acquired from my experiences in high school will benefit 
me in the future. The ability to show to respect will develop relationships with teachers, 
co-workers and employers. I anticipate that the lessons I have learned about responsibil-
ity will help me to stay organized, focused and on task. I hope that, just as I learned in 
dance, I will always work hard and try my best no matter what the circumstance. The 
huge impact that it had made on me will carry me through life and help me to become a 
woman of success and value. Each characteristic and attribute I learn and apply to my 
life will just be another helpful tip for the future. As Jonathan Mårtenssion said “success 
will never be a big step in the future, success is a small step taken just now.” 
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Did you know that our convention has a green room?  The green room is a wonderful place to 
gather in between classes, reconnect with friends and colleagues, and share ideas.  Our goal in 
creating this environment is to enable you to have a successful and productive convention.  
This year at registration you will pick up your shirt and bag in the green room.  Grab a snack 
and enjoy!  A huge thank you to Nikki Blanchat and Jennifer Godoy for chairing this committee.  



INCOME  

DIRECTOR MEMBERSHIP 

 Convention Registration (Wells Fargo)     $2,190.00 

 
TOTAL DIRECTOR MEMBERSHIP      $2,190.00 

 

TOTAL INCOME                     $2,190.00 

EXPENSES 

MEMBERSHIP EXPENSES 

 Kandy Lankford (Post Office Box rental reimbursement)   $68.00 
TOTAL MEMBERSHIP EXEPENSES      $68.00 

TOTAL EXPENSES         $68.00 

Balance brought forward as of August 11th, 2008 -     $19,000.02 

Balance on hand as of September 10th, 2008 -      $21,122.02 

�������������	���� 8/11/2008 through 9/10/08 
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Nominations will be accepted for all board 
positions through the month of October.  
Please call or e-mail LaKeisha, TDEA Presi-
dent with your nomination and contact infor-
mation.  If you think you would like to serve 
in an executive board position, you may 
nominate yourself, if you know of someone 
that would be great, please submit their name 
and contact information. You may contact 
LaKeisha at 281-237-2863 or e-mail  

lakeishawmcgowen@katyisd.org 
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American Dance & Drill 
Team 

Tote Unlimited 

All World Travel 

Dance N Things 

Gourmet Gifts 

Down Patt 

Terri's Stuff 

Team Go Figure 

Poised for Success 

Champion Tours & 
Events 

USA Fundraising 

Connect Tour 

Showtime 

Leapin Leotards 

Candles n Moore 

Costume Gallery 

AIM Fundraising 

Biogeme 

TAHPERD 
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Carew Photography 

Profit Plus 

DanzGear 

Showmakers 

Dance Fantastic 

NDEO 

Entertainment Publications 

Happy Feet 

RainPonchos 

CrowdPleasers 

8 & a 1 Dance Works 

MA 

Steve Brack Video 

JR Engraving 

DZine 

Spirit by Curtain Call 

Dance N T's 

HTE 

Doughmakers 

Miss Dance & Drill Team 
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�� Katie Jackson, Willis HS Director married June 6, 2008 to Tim Cade 

�� Mary Williams, Aleif Taylor HS Director, married in January 2008  

�� Melissa Jones, Friendswood HS Assistant Director, engaged  

�� Kristina Tarman, Austin HS Director, expecting 

�� Alison Slaughter, Katy HS Assistant Director, engaged 






